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Dear Audiences,

←
What choppy waters! When, in a festival, the existential questions of the
last 4.5 million years are dealt with based on a turtle, and part of a
performance includes audience and ensemble dining together whilst
elsewhere the food chain is turned upside down, this shows an art form
that revels in experimentation. When Syrian percussion and Venetian
baroque, Bolivian highland music and self-playing pianos meet, the
globalized self-image of contemporary music is made manifest. And when
reality and fiction merge on a car back seat, water becomes the substance
of physical transformation processes, an unconventional spaceship
prevents an escape from Earth, robots populate the Scholastica and the
railway station of the future is opened, it becomes clear that this festival
edition conspicuously reaches not only out into the city, but also into our
society.
 
Eleven world premieres in nine days - the 2024 Biennale marks the end of
an era that was led by artistic directors Daniel Ott and Manos Tsangaris,
with dramaturgy by Marion Hirte and Malte Ubenauf. Since 2016, marked
by trenchant themes and the promotion of emerging, unconventional
artists, their five editions of the Biennale have shown the team to be
constantly on the lookout for the unknown. ‘On the way’ is their last
festival motto – and maybe this is not a coincidence but rather a signal to
give this elusive chameleon called musical theater another powerful push,
until it
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→
is recaptured, reimagined, and carried forward by Katrin Beck and
Manuela Kerer. As the Biennale’s artistic directors from 2026 onwards,
musicologist and cultural manager Beck and composer Kerer want to
extend the Biennale's tentacles further out in all directions – both
stylistically and geographically. They want to give wings to new
collaborations across the global network of the music theater landscape.
And they are thinking big about the idea of mediation: as translation and
relocation into society. Save the date: the next Munich Biennale starts on 8
May 2026.
 
Until then: keep your ears to the ground! 
Your Munich Biennale Team
 
PS: To round off their time with the Biennale, Daniel Ott, Manos Tsangaris,
Marion Hirte und Malte Ubenauf have interviewed creative artists about the
future of music theater and published them as “Schnee von morgen”. Well
worth a read! 
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